
 
 

MEETING OF THE VIRGINIA BOARD OF DENTISTRY 
TELEPHONIC BOARD BUSINESS MEETING 

 
 
 
 
 

MEETING CONVENED AT:  9960 MAYLAND DRIVE, HENRICO VIRGINIA 23233 
(LOCATION CURRENTLY CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC) 

AGENDA 
MAY 8, 2020 

PLEASE CALL THE BOARD AT THIS 
NUMBER, 804-367-4622, TO REPORT AN 
INTERRUPTION DURING THE BROADCAST 

MEETING PHONE LINE: 1-408-418-9388 
MEETING ACCESS CODE: 792 494 962 
MEETING PASSWORD:  33623202 
 

 

   
 IMPORTANT UPDATED MEETING AGENDA INFORMATION 

 
 

  Please discard the first Telephonic Board Business Meeting Agenda sent to 
you by email on May 5, 2020 and refer only to this updated agenda.  The 
changes made in this agenda are:  

 
 The Meeting Password for telephonic access has changed as shown above.  

 
 Additional written public comment received by May 4, 2020 has been 

added in the Public Comment section.   
 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE MEETING 

 
 Participation in the Board of Dentistry telephonic meeting is limited and is on 

a first come basis due to the capacity of CISCO WebEx technology. 
 

 Individuals who plan to comment are asked to register in advance of the 
meeting by 11:30 AM on Friday, May 8, 2020 by sending an email to 
Sandra.reen@dhp.virginia.gov. 

 
 Public comment will be accepted at the beginning of the meeting. 

 
 Commenters will be limited to 2 minutes. 

 
 Commenters are asked to address only the two questions posed on the 

agenda which are the only matters the Board can discuss during the 
emergency meeting.  
 

 At the close of the public comment period all public participants’ connections 
to the meeting will be muted.  

 
  Participants are asked to call from a location without background noise. 

 
 
 

mailto:Sandra.reen@dhp.virginia.gov


REPLACEMENT AGENDA 

MEETING OF THE VIRGINIA BOARD OF DENTISTRY 
TELEPHONIC BOARD BUSINESS MEETING 

MEETING CONVENED AT:  9960 MAYLAND DRIVE, HENRICO VIRGINIA 23233 
(LOCATION CURRENTLY CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC) 

AGENDA 
MAY 8, 2020 

MEETING PHONE LINE: 1-408-418-9388 
MEETING ACCESS CODE: 792 494 962 
MEETING PASSWORD:  33623202 
 

PLEASE CALL THE BOARD AT THIS NUMBER, 
804-367-4622, TO REPORT AN INTERRUPTION IN
THE BROADCAST OF THIS MEETING

TIME PAGE 
2:00 PM Call to Order – Dr. Augustus A. Petticolas, Jr., President 

Roll Call of Participants – Sandra K. Reen, Executive Director 

Public Comment – Dr. Augustus A. Petticolas, Jr., President 
Written comments were received from the following: 

1 / 1A 
2 / 2A 
3 / 3A 
4 / 4A 

Board Discussion/ Action 

Will the Board modify and/or waive clinical examination licensure requirements for 2020 dental 
and dental hygiene graduates due to of the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic? 

• Requests from dental schools and dental students for the Board to accept as a clinical
examination a simulated manikin exercise in restorative dentistry and waive the scaling
exercise with live patients in an examination given by a testing agency accepted by the
Board

• Requests from dental hygiene programs and students for the Board to accept as a
clinical examination the Computer Simulated Clinical Exam (CSCE) as administered by
the Council of Interstate Testing Agency (CITA) and equivalent clinical examinations
given by a testing agency accepted by the Board, in addition to the written National
Board Dental Hygiene Exam (NBDHE)

Is COVID-19 screening by a dentist prior to treating dental patients within the scope of the 
practice of dentistry? 
If determined to be within the scope of practice for Virginia dentists, there are additional issues 
dentists would have to address, such as tests availability and reliability and the need for 
certification to administer tests, as required by the Clinical Laboratory Improvement 
Amendments (CLIA)). 

Elec Mtgs public 
comment form .doc

6 

59 

ADJOURN 

The Freedom of Information Council invites you to give your 
feedback on how this telephonic meeting compares to traditional 
meetings by completing and sending them this form. 

• Ms. Emilie Bonovitch
• Ms. Amanda Jeffrey
• Dr. Robert Allen
• Dr. Chad Gehani

• Dr. Jason Duluc
• Dr. Richard Taliaferro
• Ms. Tammy Swecker
• Dr. John L. Harris, III



From: Jason Dulac <jasondulac@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2020 1:36 PM 
To: Sandra Reen <sandra.reen@dhp.virginia.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: NOTICE: Virginia Board of Dentistry Telephonic Business Meeting 

Thanks for collecting input my thoughts are as follows: 

1. Covid should not change requirements for practice either a) the board continues to require
live patiwnt exam or b) the board indefinitely no longer requires a live patient exam. Schools
will tell you there’s not a correlation between the exam and clinical performance in school. If it’s
done away with completely, I’m ok with that, but we need to be consistent. Either it’s not safe to
treat patients and we all stop practicing dentistry (which I don’t believe is the case) or it’s safe
for them to take the board. If it’s safe to take the board then either the board is necessary and
they take it or it’s not necessary and it’s done forever. I’m fine either way. I graduated top 10
percent in dental school and finished high 90s on the board. That being said one of our professors
of perio failed the perio board, and I’m not about to argue I know more about perio than he did.
So either get rid of the board permanently or make the graduates take it as normal. Don’t make a
one year exception.

2. Same as above. Make them take it or get rid of the requirement.

3. I have no preference. The email identifies hurtles of implementation. Testing should first and
foremost go to hospitals and clinics. There’s not a lot of fda approved tests available right now. I
would advise revisiting the issue in a couple months. The board will already have to monitor the
new opioid requirement and the amalgam separators this summer. An additional requirement is a
lot to take on. If the board does opt to take this on maybe extend requirements for electronic
opiod prescriptions or amalgam separators.

Thanks for reaching out to inquire about these topics.  

Keep up the good work.  
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From: Richard Taliaferro <2ufdoc@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2020 3:01 PM 
To: Reen, Sandra (DHP) <Sandra.reen@dhp.virginia.gov> 
Subject: Comments concerning Dental and Hygiene testing and testing for Corona Virus 

Good Afternoon Sandy, 

I am writing to recommend that the Virginia Board of Dentistry follow the request of the schools 
to use non live patient exams as listed that the Board will consider next week. I have felt for a 
longtime and recommended that dental exams to be licensed are archaic when done on live 
patients. I believe they degrade the profession, when the candidates are searching for a patient, at 
times I have heard on the streets. In the medical profession they are not tested on live patients. I 
feel that tests that are on simulators are acceptable for licensing purposes. 

I wish that we as dentists could to Covid 19 Virus testing. However l feel it might be cost 
prohibitive to us. If there is an economical and time efficient way to do the test, I would be in 
favor of allowing dentists to administer the test. 

Thank you and the Board in advance for considering my requests. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Taliaferro, DDS 
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From: Amanda Jeffrey <aleighsmile@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 4, 2020 12:28 PM 
To: denbd@dhp.virginia.gov 
Subject: COVID-19 

Hello- 

I understand that the board is meeting on Friday.  May I request that they make a statement that 
clearly establishes their expectations of dentists and hygienists during this time.  I would assume 
that they expect us to follow the safety guidelines and PPE recommendations set forth by the 
CDC. The big question is if an office is able to comply with these new guidelines, does the
board support routine treatment even though the CDC still recommends emergency treatment
only?  We are all ready to get back to work if it can be done safely, but none of us want to put
our license in jeopardy.  Thank you.

Many Blessings, 

Amanda Jeffrey, BS, RDH 

“There is no situation so chaotic that God cannot from that situation create something that is 
surpassingly good.”  Handley Moule 
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Sandra Reen 

From: 

Sent: 

Tammy Swecker <tkswecke@vcu.edu> on behalf of Tammy Swecker 

Monday, May 4, 2020 10:43 AM 

To: Reen, Sandra (DHP) 

Subject: ADEXCSCE/OSCE administered by CITA as the DH Clinical exam 

Dear Ms Reen, 
I hope this email finds you well. I would like to write a letter of support for DH2020 candidates to take the 
ADEX CSCE/OSCE administered by CIT A to replace the clinical exam. These are unprecedented times and 
the computerized clinical exam will prove competency to practice. I would also like to support dentists' and 
dental hygienists' ability to test patients for COV1D·19, As dental professionals, we are 
extremely knowledgeable of the head and neck. Hygienists are at highest risk of contracting the virus by 
performing their daily work duties. The ability for hygienists to test a patient prior to treatment is 
paramount. We screen for oral cancer, HIV, high blood pressure, cardiovascular diseases and many more 
diseases as symptoms of these diseases are visible in the oral cavity. I encourage the Board of Dentistry to help 
us continue to assist our patients with improved oral and systemic health. Please let me know if you have any 
questions or concerns. 
Kindest regards, 
Tammy 

Tammy Swecker M.Ed, BSDH 
Dental Hygiene Clinical Coordinator 
Associate Professor, Dental Hygiene 
Department of General Practice 
VCU School of Dentistry 
Lyons Building 4th Floor room 419 
520 North 12th Street 
P. 0. Box 980566
Richmond, VA 23298-0566
work 804-828-9096
fax 804-827-0969
tkswecke@vcu.edu
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Sandra Reen 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

JOHN L HARRIS Ill <jlharrisiii@cox.net> on behalf of JOHN L HARRIS Ill 

Monday, May 4, 2020 2:47 PM 

Reen, Sandra 

Public Comments: c/o Sandra Reen, Executive Director, Board of Dentistry 

Dear Ms. Reen: 

In response to the following Virginia Board of Dentistry Notice, please ensure that my comments are presented 
to the Board, prior to their Telephonic Business Meeting. 

The Virginia Board of Dentistry is planning to hold an emergency telephonic meeting to address the clinical 
examinations the Board will accept for licensure of2020 graduates of CODA accredited dental and dental 
hygiene programs due to the COVID-19 pandemic and also to decide if testing for COVID-19 is within the 
scope of the practice of dentistry as defined in the Code of Virginia in response to urgent requests to address 
these matters: 

1) A request from dental schools for the Board to accept as a clinical examination the simulated
manikin exercise in restorative dentistry and waive the scaling exercise with live patients in an
examination given by a testing agency accepted by the Board;

2) A request from dental hygiene programs for the Board to accept as a clinical examination the
Computer Simulated Clinical Exam (CSCE) as administered by the Council oflnterstate Testing
Agency (CIT A) and equivalent clinical examinations given by a testing agency accepted by the Board,
in addition to the written National Board Dental Hygiene Exam (NBDHE).

3) The issue of whether COVID-19 testing can be performed in dental practices prior to treating
patients. (If determined to be within the scope of practice for Virginia dentists, there are additional
issues dentists would have to address, such as tests availability and reliability and the need for
certification to administer tests, as required by the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments
(CUA)).

Comments and requests already received on these topics will be included in the agenda package for the meeting. 
If you have other concerns or comments, you may submit public comments to Sandra Reen, Executive Director 
of the Board at Sandra.Reen@,dhp.virginia.gov. Comments received by May 4th will be included in the agenda
that will be posted on websites and sent to Board members. 

Dear Members of the Virginia of Dentistry: 

As a licensed practicing dentist (general dentistry 38 years) in the state of Virginia, a past member of the 
Virginia Board of Dentistry, past member of the VBD Exam (clinical) negotiation committee, current active 
associate member of three regional testing agencies: CDCA, CITA, & SRTA; I offer my comments for your 
consideration as you contemplate the above requests for changing the entry level clinical licensure examinations 
for dentistry and dental hygiene, from patient based exams to manikin based exams. 

We are all aware of the negative ramifications due to the COVID-19 pandemic, especially limiting the practice 
of dentistry to emergent care of our patients, in the proper treatment environment, with precautions to help 
promote and protect the health safety and welfare, of all persons, including the healthcare providers and staff. 
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On May 1, 2020, The Governor, has allowed the resumption of all dental services to our patients, and the ADA, 
VDA, CDC and other organizations have provided necessary guidelines for the safe practice of dentistry in our 
state. Each practice, facility, institution, healthcare environment will determine how they will restart their 
practices while following sound healthcare procedures. 

These changes listed in the notice above, presumably by the dental school and dental hygiene schools, may not 
be necessary, since the resumption of any dental service has been reinstated by our Governor. 

Most Virginia statutes (54.1-2400 and chapter 27 of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia) and regulations 
pertaining to the practice of dentistry (18 VAC-60-21-10 et seq.) and dental hygiene (18 VAC 60-25-10 et seq.) 
use the term clinical examination as it pertains to providing services on a patient, as most of these descriptions 
do not pertain to manakins or bench top procedures. These statutes describe licensure, endorsement 
(credentials), restricted licensure, etc., as having a number of years, usually 5/6 years clinical experience 
working on patients to be able to obtain a Virginia license. The importance of the clinical experience is apparent 
in the law/statute or why else have it is in code/regulation. 

While the Board of Dentistry may not need to be concerned with freedom of movement issues of VA licensees, 
a non patient based entry level exam will preclude certain states from allowing our graduates that opportunity to 
practice in many states.The evolution of these exams has never stopped, in my years of experience, and 
although the manakin exam is currently being developed, it is not an equal substitute for the current patient 
based exams. 

I find in my own experience as a volunteer free clinic mentor for ~20 years, that dentists (students) admit that 
their clinical experience is not satisfactory; and also working with recent graduates in a FQHC that many do 
not have the necessary experience to develop their skills in many procedures (lack of numbers while in schools) 
and their critical thinking skills may need improvement. None of this is school (or state) specific as all 
educational institutions are producing fine graduates in dentistry and dental hygiene, only many with less than 
ideal experience. The term "requirement" has various meanings depending on the facility. 

If the Board in intent or decides that it is necessary, because of the pandemic, to provide licensure for these new 
graduates, then hearing my concerns and comments, please consider only a temporary license until they can. 
take and pass the patient based exam. They have been and will be working obviously on people and should be 
able to demonstrate the same. We are all resuming reasonable practices, they too will work on our citizens after 
licensure, regardless of the nature of the exam, bench top or people. 

With regard to COVID-19 testing, with certification, dental healthcare providers should be able to do our part of 
these procedures. 

The rest of the dental community will proceed with proper knowledge and procedures to ensure the safety of 
all. 

Thank you for hearing and addressing the concerns of all in dentistry. 

Sincerely yours, 

John L Harris III MS DDS 
540-556-2718
j lharrisiii@cox.net

PS 
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